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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "adapted to" does not positively recite 
the limitations of the claim and is deemed indefinite. Correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-28 and 33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Remsoft Inc., Woodstock and Stanley programs. 

As per claims 1, 16, 27 and 33, Remsoft teaches a method of integrated natural 
resource management comprising: storing and managing resource management 
information associated with defined geographic units in a database (page 1, paragraph 
1 and 2), including storing spatial and non-spatial information associated with the 
defined geographic units (page 4, Creating input files); preparing resource activity plans 
based on the resource management information for use in managing a natural resource 
within the defined geographic units (page 1 , paragraph 4: "input pre-scheduled 
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activities, view block harvest schedules, advance or delay the timing of scheduled 
activities" whereby these actions are equivalent to a resource activity plan as they 
produce the same result in substantially the same manner with substantially the same 
results.); tracking actual results of managing the natural resource according to the 
resource activity plans for use in updating the resource management information (page 
1 , paragraph 4: "assess the impact of environmental regulations on production levels, 
re-plan and respond to changes" would all require a tracking function); and updating the 
resource management information based on the tracking of actual results (Remsoft, 
Stanley page 1 , paragraph 4: "modify the structure of attribute tables" would require a 
form of updating if one is to modify something.). 

As per claims 2 and 17, Remsoft teaches the activity plans notify a user when a 
resource activity plan is affected by updates to the resource management information 
(Remsoft, Stanley page 1 , paragraph 4: "generate activity and output summaries at the 
stand and block level" and page 3: "complete post-run analysis reports in common file 
formats" which would serve as a notification function.). 

As per claims 3 and 18, Remsoft teaches the resource information stored 
comprises constraint information based on laws and regulations applicable to the 
defined geographic units and wherein the constraint information is relied upon in the 
preparation of resource activity plans (Remsoft, Stanley page 1, paragraph 4: "assess 
the impact of environmental regulations on production levels"). 

As per claims 4 and 19, Remsoft teaches the information comprises constraint 
information based on customer orders for the natural resource or for products derived 
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from the natural resource and wherein the said constraint information is relied upon in 
the preparation of resource activity plans (Remsoft, Stanley page 1 , paragraph 4: 
"harvest schedules" which are tied to orders for the product.). 

As per claims 5, 12-13 and 20-21, Remsoft teaches notifying a user when 
changes in conditions of the resource management information have an impact on 
resource activity plans (Remsoft, Stanley page 4: "Run time map viewing and updates" 
whereby the maps are updated and serve as a notification of changes that impact the 
schedule of resources.). 

As per claim 6, Remsoft teaches the information comprises feedback from actual 
results of managing the natural resource according to the resource activity plans 
(Remsoft, Stanley page 4, paragraph 4: "the tool updates as better solutions are 
found"). 

As per claims 7 and 22, Remsoft teaches preparing the resource activity plans 
comprises preparing a plan for harvesting the natural resource within the geographic 
units (Remsoft, Stanley page 1, paragraph 4: "create and schedule harvest blocks"). 

As per claims 8 and 23, Remsoft teaches preparing a plan for developing 
infrastructure for use in supporting harvesting the natural resource (Remsoft, Stanley 
page 1 , paragraph 4: "input pre-scheduled activities" whereby these activities would be 
used to prepare for those that are scheduled, namely harvesting.). 

As per claims 9 and 24, Remsoft teaches preparing a plan for maintaining and 
deactivating infrastructure for use in supporting harvesting the natural resource 
(Remsoft, Stanley page 1, paragraph 4: "add or remove polygons from blocks"). 
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As per claims 10 and 25, Remsoft teaches preparing a plan for reclamation of the 
defined geographic units following the receipt of update information pertaining to the 
effects of harvesting the natural resource (Remsoft, Stanley page 1 , paragraph 1 : 
"Stanley: harvest block scheduling software that goes beyond long-term forest 
management planning to on-the-ground, blocked harvest schedules" whereby the 
harvesting process includes a post-harvesting reclamation process in order to provide 
long-term forest management planning). 

As per claims 1 1 and 26, Remsoft teaches preparing a silviculture related plan 
(Remsoft, Woodstock page 1 : Key Features "unlimited number of user-defined harvest, 
silviculture and other actions"). 

As per claims 14-15, teaches verifying the resource activity plans comply with 
one or more silviculture prescriptions associated with the defined geographic units, 
including comparing one or more quantitative constraints in the silviculture prescription 
with ecological data stored in the database for the at least one of the defined 
geographic units. (Remsoft, Stanley, page 1, paragraph 2: "developing a spatial harvest 
plan" and "generating stand description lists, identifying adjacent stands, finding the 
best solution and previewing and editing solutions" whereby these activities would 
include the silvicultural prescription.). 

As per claim 28, Remsoft teaches a resource activity management system 
adapted to provide users with views of the resource activity plans and adapted to 
compare the resource activity plans with the actual results tracked by the actual results 
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tracking system (Remsoft, Stanley page 7: The figure depicts reports that can be 
generated to show the results of the current plans.). 

As per claim 34, Remsoft teaches specifying harvesting methods, resource 
processing destinations, and harvesting dates (Remsoft, Stanley page 1 , paragraph 4: 
"create and schedule harvest blocks"). 

As per claim 35, Remsoft teaches identifying said plurality of defined geographic 
units by specifying filtering criteria in order to limit said plurality of defined geographic 
units to a subset thereof based on the filtering criteria (Remsoft, Stanley page 5, 
whereby the schedule editor allows you to filter the blocks into various shapes.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Remsoft Inc. 

As per claim 29, Remsoft does not explicitly teach the customer tracking system 
adapted to store and track customer information and requirements including delivery 
requirements wherein product inventory movements can be monitored by the product 
inventory management system to verify that actual product inventory that is in the 
process of being harvested for delivery will be delivered to customers in accordance 
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with delivery requirements of such customers (Official notice is taken that it is old and 
well known to have a delivery schedule with a harvest schedule, including the delivery 
requirements. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to add a delivery requirements feature for the inventory being 
harvested to provide an efficient means for moving the product through the 
distribution/harvesting system.). 

As per claim 30, Remsoft teaches planning for developing and maintaining 
infrastructure elements for use in extracting a natural resource from a defined 
geographic unit (Remsoft, Stanley page 1, paragraph 1-2); tracking results of actual 
extraction and delivery of the natural resource from the defined geographic unit (page 1 , 
paragraph 4: "assess the impact of environmental regulations on production levels, re- 
plan and respond to changes" would all require a tracking function); and planning for 
reclamation of the natural resource within the defined geographic unit (Remsoft, Stanley 
page 1 , paragraph 1 : "Stanley:harvest block scheduling software that goes beyond long- 
term forest management planning to on-the-ground, blocked harvest schedules" 
whereby the harvesting process includes a post-harvesting reclamation process in order 
to provide long-term forest management planning, as noted in paragraph 1, page 1.). 
Remsoft does not explicitly teach planning for the extraction and delivery of the natural 
resource from the defined geographic unit using the infrastructure elements (Official 
notice is taken that it is old and well known to have a delivery schedule with a harvest 
schedule, including the delivery requirements. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add a delivery requirements 
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feature of the inventory being harvested to provide an efficient means for moving the 
product through the distribution system.). 

As per claim 31, Remsoft teaches preparing a schedule for constructing the 
infrastructure elements (Remsoft, Stanley page 1, paragraph 4: "input pre-scheduled 
activities and view block harvest schedules"). Remsoft does not explicitly teach planning 
maintenance activities associated with the infrastructure elements and monitoring the 
progress of the maintenance activities (Official notice is taken that it is old and well 
known to have a maintenance schedule as part of a harvest schedule to provide means 
for maintaining all equipment and processes being used. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
harvest schedule of Remsoft with a maintenance schedule system to provide an 
efficient means for keeping the harvest on schedule.). 

As per claim 32, Remsoft does not explicitly teach tracking construction, 
inspection and deactivation of the infrastructure element associated with the defined 
geographic unit (Official notice is taken that it is old and well known to track 
construction, inspect and deactivate the infrastructure associated with each geographic 
unit. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the harvest system of Remsoft with tracking, inspection, and 
deactivation features to provide an efficient means for monitoring the harvesting 
program.). 

7. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Remsoft 
in view of Perkins et al (US 6,073,1 14). 
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As per claim 36, Remsoft teaches planning for renewal of the timber resource 
within the defined geographic units and tracking actual renewal activities with respect 
to the timber resource (Remsoft, Stanley page 1, paragraph 1: "Stan ley: harvest block 
scheduling software that goes beyond long-term forest management planning to on- 
the-ground, blocked harvest schedules" whereby the harvesting process would include 
a post-harvesting renewal process in order to provide long-term forest management 
planning). Remsoft does not explicitly teach preparing logging schedules. Perkins 
teaches that it is known to prepare a logging schedule for harvesting a timber resource 
from a plurality of defined geographic units, each defined geographic unit having 
spatial and non-spatial inventory attributes (column 5, lines 53-66: "The Timber Owner 
Module has two primary functions and one secondary function. The first primary 
function is the creation of Jobs. Jobs are created when the owner enters a Contract 
Number, Land Owner Identifier (ID), Timber Owner ID, Forester ID, and Tract ID. This 
information is then "grouped" together to create a Job. Several Jobs for several 
different Foresters (or the same Forester) may be created at one time. Once these 
"Jobs" are, created the second Primary function of the Timber Owner Software is to 
download this information to the Forester via a floppy disk, via modem, or via any other 
suitable communication means. The secondary function of the Timber Owner Module 
is to accept Logger Data from multiple loggers and compile the information for each 
contract." Whereby the jobs list is equivalent to a logging schedule as it performs an 
equivalent function in substantially the same manner with substantially the same 
result.); planning delivery destinations for the timber resource to be harvested from the 
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defined geographic units (column 2, lines 15-17: "The crew chief will be responsible, at 
the site of the timber, for its cutting and loading onto a vehicle, and for its delivery to a 
particular destination by a driver."); planning harvesting methods for the timber 
resource (column 6, lines 4-5: "The Forester then negotiates a harvesting arrangement 
with a Logger."); tracking actual harvesting and delivery of the timber resource from the 
defined geographic units (trakker box, see Figure 5). Perkins is an analogous art as it 
also teaches about natural resource harvesting. Therefore it would have been obvious 
at the time of the invention to modify the harvesting system of Remsoft with the logging 
schedule and tracking features of Perkins to provide a more comprehensive and 
encompassing system for the tree harvesting process. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following art also teach about managing resources: 
Rassman et al (US 4,937,743), Sorvik (US 6,341,632), Sisley et al (US 5,467,268), 
"Remsoft Inc and Forest Technology Group form Alliance" Business Wire, December 4, 
2001 ; "Forest Technology Group expands its services with a new web-based application 
for better management of forest resources", Business Wire, January 15, 2002; "Canfor 
launches subsidiary to develop its Genus resource management technologies", Canada 
Newswire, July 28, 2000.; Silvicultural Systems Guidebook, Forest Practices Code of 
British Columbia Act Sections 9, 12(a)(i); 12(b); 209(1), 2(a); 210, April 1995; 
Landscape Management System (LMS) thesis by James McCarter, Univeristy of 
Washington, College of Forest Resources, Doctor of Philosophy thesis, 2001 ; and 
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"Canfor to market Genus technology: Lumber producer creates subsidiary to sell 
management system to other sectors", The Vancouver Sun, July 29, 2000. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linda Krisciunas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 6:30 am to 
3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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